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50-year history of Rome’s research published

by Francis L. Crumb, Information Directorate
ROME, N.Y. — A 324-page history of Air Force research and development at Rome was published this
month by The Edwin Mellen Press of Lewiston, N.Y.

“The Fifty-Year Role of the United States Air Force in Advancing Information Technology - A History of
the Rome, New York, Ground Electronics Laboratory” is the work of Dr. Thomas W. Thompson, historian
for the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Information Directorate.

“The book surveys the history of the Information Directorate and its predecessor organizations, Rome
Laboratory and Rome Air Development Center (RADC), since the establishment at Griffiss Air Force Base
in 1951,” Dr. Thompson said. “It also details the early history of military electronics research and develop-
ment that eventually laid the foundations for Air Force research in Rome.”

Separate chapters outline major areas of technology research and development during the first half
century of operations in

Dr. Thompson is responsible for publishing the directorate’s annual histories and monographs, answer-
ing research and reference questions, and maintaining the historical archives. With the exception of a
1990-1993 assignment as deputy command historian, United States Air Force Europe (USAFE), he has
been at Rome since 1979.

He holds a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in history from East Tennessee State University and earned
his doctorate in history from Miami University, Ohio. He also performed post doctoral study in the history
of science at Cornell University, N.Y.. @



